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FIRST READING: From the Interfaith Immigration Coalition, July 15, 2011
http://www.interfaithimmigration.org/index.php/2011/07/01/dream-sabbath-launch/

On July 15, 2011, the Interfaith Immigration Coalition – composed of interfaith leaders from across the country, joined Assistant United States Senate Majority Leader, Dick Durban (D-Illinois), in announcing the DREAM Act Sabbath.  The observance, which will be celebrated from September 16 through October 9, will enlist churches, synagogues, mosques, and other religious groups across the country to dedicate time during or around their regular weekly worship service to a conversation about the DREAM Act.
The DREAM Act, which is an acronym for “Development, Relief & Education for Alien Minors,” gives undocumented students a chance to earn legal status if they came here as children, are long-term U.S. residents, have good moral character, and if they complete two years of college or military service in good standing.
Dick Durbin introduced the DREAM Act 10 years ago and has been relentlessly pursuing its passage ever since.  He said DREAM Act students have a passion and commitment crucial to the future of America.  The act is based on a fundamental moral principle, according to Durbin: “It is wrong to punish children for acts of their parents,” he explained, adding that every faith tradition recognizes a moral right to protect the vulnerable. 
Other individuals and religious groups who back the bill include United Methodist congregations, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, the National Association of Evangelicals, the National Hispanic Christian Leadership Conference, a variety of Jewish congregations, a Mennonite University, the president of the Islamic Society of North America, and the Unitarian Universalist “Standing on the Side of Love” initiative.
Dick Durbin said supporters of the DREAM Act Sabbath will do their best to build a movement across America.  He said, “I support comprehensive immigration reform,” and believes that the DREAM Act is part of a larger discussion, and described it as “an accepted starting point.”


SECOND READING: Artist Vitality
By Martha Graham

There is a vitality, a life force, a quickening that is translated through you into action.  There is only one of you in all time.  Your expression is unique, but if you block it, it will never exist through any other medium; and be lost.  If you block it the world will not have your expression.  It is not your business to determine how good your expression is, nor how it compares with other expressions.  It is your business to keep your expression yours clearly and directly.  You do not even have to believe in yourself or your work.  What you have to do is keep open and aware directly to the urges that motivate you.  No artist is pleased.  There is no satisfaction whatever at any time.  No artist is ever satisfied.  There is only a divine dis-satisfaction, a blessed unrest that keeps us marching and makes us more alive than others.
SERMON:	The DREAM Act: An Act of Imagination
Reverend Kent Hemmen Saleska

	When you were a child, did you ever play with dolls or trucks or couch pillows and blankets?  Do you remember how you had a power you didn’t even know you had – the power of pretending?  With your power of pretending, the doll turned into your very own child, the truck turned into just one small piece of an entire sandbox construction site, and the couch pillows and blankets turned into a fort or a secret hideaway or a castle on a hill.
	When you got older and moved into high school and college, did you ever take a class in drawing, dancing, creative writing, music, or theater?  In those classes, your power of pretending transformed into that word grow-ups use more often: imagination.  You used your imagination not just to create art, but to create universes of beauty in a world that is so often barren of it.  Artists continually use their imaginations to ask questions like, “What is beauty?”  “What would our world look like if there were more beauty in it?” and “What art will I create in service to my vision of this world and for this world?”
	And though in my life I’ve always been deeply involved in the realms of the arts and creativity in writing, music, art and theater, I have appreciation for the scientific world as well.  My brother is a physicist and has helped tutor me throughout our lives through lay understandings of logical thought and the intricacies of the scientific process.  So in that light, I wonder how many of you ever took a class in sociology, algebra, accounting, biology, chemistry, or physics?  I know that the world of imagination is not owned and commanded solely by dancers, artists, writers and musicians.  So I know that some of the questions scientists and logical thinkers ask revolve around questions like, “How would the outcome of this experiment be altered by changing one measurement?” and “I wonder what would happen if we expanded the base criteria in our search for variables?” or even more colloquially, “I wonder what would happen if we dug over in this spot?” or “pointed the telescope over in this part of the sky?”
	Each one of these questions takes a leap of faith.  It takes creativity and imagination.  These are all questions that ask “I wonder” and “what if.”
	In the realm of social justice, we can also do the same thing.  So often the world of social justice seems serious, obligatory, predictably rigid in its resistance to the status quo, or just merely strident or angry.  So it is important to remember that the world of social justice – everything, every piece of it, every step of every march, every ingredient in every meal served in a soup kitchen, every letter in every piece of legislation, every tweet in every social media exchange – are all based on a foundation of imagination.  Imagination is first and foremost, and here is why: those of us who engage in social justice work do not merely see the world as it is, we use our imagination to envision a just world, the way it could be.
	In her work as a creator and choreographer of modern dance, Martha Graham had a lot to say about imagination and creativity, and I think what she says applies to science and social justice as much as it does to dance.  She wrote:
“There is a vitality, a life force, a quickening that is translated through you into action.  There is only one of you in all time.  Your expression is unique, but if you block it, it will never exist through any other medium, and be lost.  If you block it, the world will not have your expression.  It is not your business to determine how good your expression is, nor how it compares with other expressions.  It is your business to keep your expression yours clearly and directly.  You do not even have to believe in yourself or your work.  What you have to do is keep open and aware directly to the urges that motivate you.  No artist is pleased.  There is no satisfaction whatever at any time.  No artist is ever satisfied.  There is only a divine dis-satisfaction, a blessed unrest that keeps us marching and makes us more alive than others.”
A “blessed unrest.”  Perhaps that could have been the title of this sermon.  A blessed unrest, one that “keeps us marching and makes us more alive than others.”  I love this whole quote from Martha Graham, and her words take on a special twist when we apply them to social justice.  In the work of social justice, with wars raging around the world, with staggering economic inequalities, with environmental degradation, with a lack of accessible medical care, with human compassion and love being squashed daily through bullying at school, marriage inequality, and iron-fisted immigration policies, it is easy to get discouraged.
But if we take Martha Graham’s words to heart, then we may find inspiration, and even joy in our work.  She says there is “a life force, a quickening that is translated through you into action.”  She says, “Your expression is unique, but if you block it, it will never exist through any other medium, and be lost.  If you block it, the world will not have your expression.”  She is urging us to keep saying, “I wonder…?” and asking, “What if…?”
The DREAM Act is one of those pieces of legislation that has the capacity to capture our attention and inspire our support, because it asks us these same questions, questions like, “What if we could provide a path to citizenship for the children undocumented aliens and migrants?”
The DREAM Act is an acronym for “Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors.”  Dick Durban, a United States Democrat Representative from Illinois, introduced this bill in 2001, and has reintroduced it many times over the past 10 years.  During the most recent vote on it in December 2010, the bill failed to pass by only four votes.
Many of us may not be familiar with this act.  I certainly wasn’t very well versed in this act until recently.  But the more I’ve learned about it, the more sense it makes to me, and the more I’ve read how it is one of the few pieces of legislation, especially around the highly charged topic of immigration, that has broad interfaith advocacy and bipartisan support.
According to Dick Durban and many religious leaders, this bill is a first step in the reform of immigration laws.  In the words of Dick Durban and many religious leaders, it is wrong to punish children for the actions of their parents.  Most of the people who would be positively affected by this bill arrived in the United States with their parents when they were under the age of 16.  Supporters of this bill say that the children deserve a chance to legally become citizens of the country they call home.
According to the Interfaith Immigration Coalition,
“Each year, approximately 65,000 high school graduates are prevented from attending college or working legally due to their undocumented immigration status. Our immigration law currently has no mechanism to consider their special circumstances, and even if they leave the U.S. in an effort to enter legally, they are barred from re-entry for up to 10 years since they have been here in an undocumented status.  The DREAM Act would correct this inequity by allowing upstanding high school graduates who were brought to the United States as children years ago to obtain a temporary visa so they could attend school, travel, and work legally.  After 10 years, they could apply for a green card (lawful permanent residency), and eventually apply for citizenship. To qualify for the temporary visa, students would have to prove they are under 30 years old; were brought to the United States before they were 16; have been here for at least five years; have graduated from High School; and have a criminal-free record and good moral conduct.  Then, they would have to complete two years of college, trade school, or military service to then adjust their status to lawful permanent residency and pursue a pathway to citizenship.”
This is not a law simply providing amnesty or citizenship to people who are here illegally.  It is a detailed law that requires a high level of commitment and dedication on the part of young immigrants.
In the process of talking about this bill, and immigration in general, a few terms and misperceptions need to be cleared up.  Starting this coming Thursday, our new Ministerial Intern, Leslie Mills, and I, will be leading a six-part introductory curriculum called “Immigration as a Moral Issue.”  It is a curriculum created by the Unitarian Universalist Association after the delegates at the Minneapolis General Assembly last year voted to make “Immigration as a Moral Issue” the denominational congregational study/action issue for the next four years.  This curriculum is also intended to prepare the members of our denomination for the “Justice General Assembly” that will be held in Phoenix, Arizona, in June 2012.  If we are going to send delegates to that General Assembly, then we will need to do all we can before then to educate ourselves about the issue of immigration.  Please let me know if you are interested in attending the class.
In the meantime, here are just a few of the misperceptions:
1) First, it is important to address the term, “illegal immigrant.”  There is no such thing.  That is, there is no such thing as an illegal person.  The accurate term is “undocumented.”  This is not just a bleeding heart liberal crusade to be “politically correct.”  The fact is that being in this country without documentation is simply a civil offense, like exceeding the speed limit while driving.  Going 50 mph in a 35 mph zone means you are breaking the law, but it does not make you an “illegal driver.”
2) One charge about undocumented immigrants is that they take our jobs.  That just isn’t true.  Undocumented immigrants work in niche occupations, including most of the lowest level jobs available no one else wants.
3) Another myth is that undocumented workers don’t pay taxes, that the US somehow provides a free ride.  In fact, the opposite is true.  Undocumented immigrants pay anywhere between $90 billion and $140 billion each year in federal, state, and local income taxes, as shown through the Social Security Administration’s “suspense file,” that is, taxes that cannot be matched to workers’ names and Social Security numbers.  In 2002, this “suspense file” grew by $56 billion in reported earnings, with $7 billion in Social Security taxes and $1.5 billion in Medicare taxes largely paid by immigrants who will never enjoy the benefits of these programs.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  http://www.interfaithimmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/sabbath_packet.pdf] 

4) Finally, for this short list this morning, there is the myth that undocumented immigrants don’t contribute economically to society.   According to research done by the Cato Institute and the President’s Council of Economic Advisors, average immigrants pay a net of $80,000 more in taxes than they collect in government services.  Furthermore, the American Farm Bureau asserts that without guest workers (that is, “undocumented immigrants”), the U.S. economy would lose as much as $9 billion per year in agricultural production, and 20 percent of current production would go overseas.

Regarding the issue of immigration, it is time for us to use our imaginations and ask the “what if?” questions on our path to creating a more beautiful and just country and world.  It is time for our nation to practice radical hospitality.
	Radical Hospitality is a bit of a buzzword in religious circles these days, but it goes much deeper.  1500 years ago St. Benedict taught radical hospitality.  Reflecting on St. Benedict’s Way of Love today, authors Father Daniel Homan and Lonni Gollins Pratt write:  “Hospitality has an inescapable moral dimension to it…but calling hospitality a moral issue does not tell us the whole truth about hospitality either.  A moral issue can become bogged down in legalisms, and hospitality is no legalistic ethical issue.  It is instead a spiritual practice, a way of becoming more human, a way of understanding yourself.  Hospitality is both the answer to modern alienation and injustice, and a path to a deeper spirituality.”
	In our own spiritual home, radical hospitality includes how we welcome people who come through our doors – not just on the first Sunday that someone visits us, but on every Sunday any one of us show up.  Radical Hospitality includes not just wearing nametags and talking to people we don’t know, but providing relevant, meaningful and transformative worship and religious education.  It means opening our minds and hearts.  Radical Hospitality means welcoming the stranger outside of us, the ones who look and act differently, as well as welcoming those parts inside us that feel foreign, full of shadow, and full of pain.
	But Radical Hospitality as a spiritual practice, and even as a cultural norm, goes far back beyond a mere 1500 years ago.  We Unitarian Universalists claim our roots in both Christianity and Judaism.  Long before the term “radical hospitality” existed, the prophets and the teachings of the Hebrew scriptures were filled with it.  Our religious lineage includes thousands of years of human religious wisdom and that is foundationally responsible for establishing Western ethical and compassionate concern for our fellow human beings.  Radical Hospitality includes paying attention to, if not heeding, the hundreds of teachings and commandments in the Hebrew Scriptures to offer hospitality to the sojourner, the alien, the orphan and the widow.  For example, many passages in Deuteronomy and Exodus say things like, “You shall not pervert the justice due to the alien or an orphan, and you must not take a widow’s garment in pledge.”  Or: “When reaping the harvest of your fields, if you have overlooked a sheaf in your fields, do not go back for it.  Leave it for the traveler, the alien, the orphan and the widow, so that Yahweh your God may bless you in all your undertakings.”
	In the ancient world east of the Mediterranean, these were the four most vulnerable groups in society, so there were social and religious laws that protected them.  The sojourners were those who were native, but who traveled from town to town.  The aliens were foreigners by birth, who might not know your language or customs, but whose circumstances brought them to your land. 
	When I read the teachings of the prophets in the Hebrew scriptures that call upon the people of God to be compassionate and offer hospitality to the sojourner, the alien, the orphan and the widow, I cannot help but draw a direct and powerful link to so much that is happening in our world today – especially how we treat those we perceive as strangers and aliens in our land.  If we are awake students of history, we know we must tread through the issue of immigration with great humility because we realize that almost every square inch of land in what we now call “America” we obtained primarily through political duplicity and slaughter of the native people who were here before the Europeans.
	So it is time for us to call upon the life force, the quickening that is translated through us into action.  As we look to this issue of immigration, it is time for us to call upon our divine dissatisfaction, and to call upon that “blessed unrest” that “keeps us marching and makes us more alive than others.”  It is time to call upon that powerful creativity and ask, “what would happen if we practiced radical hospitality to the aliens in our land?”  What if?  What if?
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